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Take a moment and remember a time when you either received or had to 

deliver good news.  When we do give or receive good news, there is a 

burst of awareness in our purpose and empowerment. One of the greatest 

joys we can experience is to deliver good news.  Conversely, bad news is 

also a reality and can also have a direct effect on our purpose and empow-

erment.  Delivering bad news can bring a sense of failure or demise in-

stead of the elation that good news brings.  As people living the Christian 

faith, the challenge before us is how we continue to proclaim the good 

news of the reign of God in a time of terror, uncertainty, and betrayal.  

The message of Jesus was a double-edged sword; times of terror, uncer-

tainty, and betrayal will continue, and the good news of God’s redemptive 

power must be delivered and exemplified.  Good news will prevail over 

bad, and we will be instrumental in this overcoming. 
 

As Jesus prepared the earliest believers to deliver the good news, a variety of different metaphors, illus-

trations and teachings were used to communicate what the good news is, and how important it is to live 

the good news in all seasons.  The message continues today, that through the Holy Spirit of God, we 

find sincere and lasting peace and purpose.  It is through this inner peace and purpose from God’s spirit 

in our life that we are empowered to minister and bless the world.  As simplistic and beautiful as this 

message resonates, the truth remains that there is growing evil and ugly in the world, and suffering con-

tinues.  I believe this breaks the heart of God, and our most sincere act of devotion to God is when we 

strive to speak and live the good news as blessing in the lives of others.  
 

As part of Jesus’ preparing the earliest believers to minister, he took them to a vineyard and told them 

that he is the vine, they are the branches, and that God almighty is the vinegrower (manager) of the 

vineyard.  If they stay connected as branches to the vine, they will live and produce fruit.  When they 

become disconnected, they wither and die.  The moral is to remain in the vine, and continue to produce 

the blessing of God in the world.  The consequence of being a vine and branches is to experience a vari-

ety of seasons; winter, when the vines are stagnant, spring when pruning and cutting back occurs; early 

summer with fruit set and foliage growing, and late summer when the harvest is reaped.  The message 

for the early disciples was to remain connected to the Lord in all the seasons of their life.  The lonely of 

winter, the pain of pruning, the time of fruit and harvest.  
 

I encourage us to remain in the Lord.  Our circumstances will fluctuate; pain and difficulty as well as 

joy and harvest.  As we commit ourselves to the work of the Lord, be encouraged that we are a gift to 

God and a gift to one another, and our willing heart to minister will be met by a tide of blessing and re-

ward.                  Jason 



Church Notes 
 

We offer our condolences to Dotty Phillips upon the death of her husband Bob. 

 

Executive Council has voted that the Thanksgiving Offering be split between: 
 

 Turning Point Shelter: a men’s shelter here in Framingham (we visited as part of  

  Put Feet to Your Faith Sunday) 

 

 One Great Hour of Sharing: in support of recent natural disasters (hurricanes,  

  earthquakes, and wildfires) 

 

 

Framingham Interfaith Clergy Association is sponsoring the annual Thanksgiving Service on Sunday, No-

vember 19 at 5 pm.  The host church this year is Edwards, United Church of Christ in Saxonville.  

 

 

Daylight Savings Time ends on Sunday, November 5 at 2:00 am. 

Remember to set your clocks back one hour. 

Rummage/Yard Sale A Success 
 
Recently bags and boxes full of all sorts of items made it  to Reilly Hall. A loyal group of sorters arrived  to 

turn the mountain of stuff into smaller organized mountains of stuff !! Many thanks to Marilyn Wakeman, 

Shirley and Walter Ross, Francie and Janie Harris, Wanda Cetrone, Jen Swain, Ethel Luton-Campbell, Jane 

Williams, Linda Devine and Ray Zeman. 
 

As always the last hour was devoted to a bag sale, buy a bag for $2 and fit anything you can inside of it. It is 

really amazing to see how much can be crammed into a bag, but that leaves less for us to pack up. 
 

Ginny Stearns and Dan Cetrone arrived to help bag up the leftovers that were taken to Savers.  
 

This rummage/yard sale was a benefit to this congregation in many ways: 
 

 You got to clean out your houses 

 We raised $633.50 for the painting fund 

 Items taken to Savers benefited the Stapleton School PTO 

 Savers profits benefit the Epilepsy Foundation 

Giving Tree Project 
 

Once again we will be setting up our Giving Tree project to help low-income families en-

joy a special Christmas!  Food cards, clothing, warm pajamas and toys are just some of the 

items we will be collecting. Colorful “ornaments” will be placed on our Giving Tree in the 

Sanctuary starting on November 12.  You can pick one, two, or three to give your Christ-

mas gift to.  Each ornament will list the sex, age, size, and desired gift of a child.   



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

6:30 p.m. Wonder-
ful Wednesdays 

2 
7:00 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

3 
 

4 
9:00 am 
Work Day 
 

5 

9:45 a.m. Christian Education 

10:45 a.m. Worship 

Pot Luck Lunch 

6 7 

 

8 
6:30 p.m. Wonder-
ful Wednesdays 

9 
7:00 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

10 11 
 

12   

9:45 a.m. Christian Education 

10:45 a.m. Worship 

Stewardship Presentation and 

Lunch 
 

13 
 

14 
7:00 pm A&F 

Meeting 

15 
7:00 pm Executive 

Council 

16 
7:00 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

17 
 

18 
 

19  Pledge Sunday 
9:45 a.m. Christian Education 

10:45 a.m. Worship 

20 21 22 
 

23 
Happy 
Thanksgiving 
 

24 25 

26 
9:45 a.m. Christian Education 

10:45 a.m. Worship 

27 28 29 
6:30 p.m. Wonder-
ful Wednesdays 

30 
7:00 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

  

Notes:  AA meets : Monday evenings at 6:30  - 7:15 p.m. in the Children’s Room 
                     Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday at Noon in Reilly Hall 
 

All calendar entries are subject to change 

November  Birthdays 

November 2017 

 10 Marcus Vaz 

 11 Ernesto Velazco 

 14 Catherine Tucker 

 18 Ivette Badoo 

 19 Reshima Samuel 

Wrestling With Stewardship 
 

Throughout the centuries, Christians have wrestled with questions 

about stewardship. Join us in worship as we explore today's cul-

ture of consumerism and the impact of what we buy, asking diffi-

cult questions about morality and money. 
 

October 29  How we live 

November 5  How we save 

November 12 How we spend 

November 19 How we give 
 

We will receive our Estimate of Giving Cards 

during worship on November 19.  
 

You are invited to join the Stewardship Committee and members 

of the Board of Administration and Finance in Reilly Hall on Sun-

day, November 12 (A&F will provide lunch this Sunday) for a 

short presentation and discussion of our 2018 stewardship goals. 



 

First Baptist Church in Framingham 

1013 Worcester Road 

PO Box 2415 

Framingham, MA 01703 

Work Day 
 

Saturday, November 4 
 

Starts at 9:00 a.m. 

Jobs big and small 
for everyone 

 
Coffee and donuts 

provided 


